
Blame It On The Wto

Blame it on the WTO?

The WTO is often accused of not paying enough attention to human rights. This book weighs these criticisms
and examines their validity, both from a legal and from political and economic points of views. It asks
whether the WTO is under an obligation to construct a fairer trade system and discusses suggestions for
reform.

Managing the Challenges of WTO Participation

This 2005 compilation of 45 case studies documents disparate experiences among economies in addressing
the challenges of participating in the WTO. It demonstrates that success or failure is strongly influenced by
how governments and private sector stakeholders organise themselves at home. The contributors, mainly
from developing countries, give examples of participation with lessons for others. They show that when the
system is accessed and employed effectively, it can serve the interests of poor and rich countries alike.
However, a failure to communicate among interested parties at home often contributes to negative outcomes
on the international front. Above all, these case studies demonstrate that the WTO creates a framework
within which sovereign decision-making can unleash important opportunities or undermine the potential
benefits flowing from a rules-based international environment that promotes open trade.

Blame It On the WTO: A Human Rights Critique

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is often accused of, at best, not paying enough attention to human
rights or, at worst, facilitating and perpetuating human rights abuses. This book weighs these criticisms and
examines their validity, incorporating legal arguments as well as some economic and political science
perspectives. After introducing the respective WTO and human rights regimes, and discussing their legal and
normative relationship to each other, the book presents a detailed analysis of the main human rights concerns
relating to the WTO. These include the alleged democratic deficit within the Organization and the impact of
WTO rules on the right to health, labour rights, the right to food, and on questions of poverty and
development. Given that some of the most important issues within the WTO concern its impact on poor
people within developing States, the book asks whether rich States have an obligation to the people of poorer
States to construct a fairer trading system that better facilitates the alleviation of poverty and development.
Against this background, the book examines the current Doha round proposals as well as suggestions for
reform of the WTO to make it more 'human rights-friendly'.

Global Value Chains in a Changing World

A collection of papers by some of the world's leading specialists on global value chains (GVCs). It examines
how GVCs have evolved and the challenges they face in a rapidly changing world. The approach is multi-
disciplinary, with contributions from economists, political scientists, supply chain management specialists,
practitioners and policy-makers. Co-published with the Fung Global Institute and the Temasek

Trade in the 21st Century

Despite troubled trade negotiations, global trade—and trade policy—will thrive in the twenty-first century,
but with a bow to the past. Is the multilateral trading order of the twentieth century a historical artifact? Was
the creation of the World Trade Organization in 1995 the high point of multilateral cooperation on trade?



This new volume, edited by Bernard M. Hoekman and Ernesto Zedillo, assesses the relevance of the WTO in
the context of the rise of China and the United States' turn toward unilateral protectionism. The contributors
adopt a historical perspective to discuss changes in global trade policy trends, adducing lessons from the past
to help understand current trade tensions. Topics include responses to U.S. protectionism under the Trump
administration, the policy dimensions of trade in services and the rise of the digital economy, how to
strengthen the WTO to better negotiate new rules of the game and adjudicate disputes, managing China's
integration into the global trade system, and the implications of global value chains for economic
development policies. By reflecting on past episodes of protectionism and how they were resolved, Trade in
the 21st Century provides both context and guidance on how trade challenges can be addressed in the coming
decades.

Schism

China's entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001 was heralded as historic, and for good
reason: the world's most populous nation was joining the rule-based system that has governed international
commerce since World War II. But the full ramifications of that event are only now becoming apparent, as
the Chinese economic juggernaut has evolved in unanticipated and profoundly troublesome ways. In this
book, journalist Paul Blustein chronicles the contentious process resulting in China's WTO membership and
the transformative changes that followed, both good and bad - for China, for its trading partners, and for the
global trading system as a whole. The book recounts how China opened its markets and underwent far-
reaching reforms that fuelled its economic takeoff, but then adopted policies - a cheap currency and heavy-
handed state intervention - that unfairly disadvantaged foreign competitors and circumvented WTO rules.
Events took a potentially catastrophic turn in 2018 with the eruption of a trade war between China and the
United States, which has brought the trading system to a breaking point. Regardless of how the latest
confrontation unfolds, the world will be grappling for decades with the challenges posed by China Inc.

A Communitarian Theory of WTO Law

Since 1995 there has been intense debate about whether the WTO Agreement is just. Many observers point to
the association of the treaty with intensive interdependence and the disruptive effects of globalization to
assert that it is unjust. Nevertheless, justice in sovereign terms is different from justice in human terms. This
book puts forward a theory of WTO law to explain the difference and its implications for the international
trading system. It details how economic interdependence gives rise to an interdependent view of the
relationship between different forms of justice and to interdependent obligations in WTO law. It also
suggests how the WTO dispute settlement system might have a residual value as a locus for transformative
outcomes despite contemporary concerns about the system's political acceptability. Taken together, such
insights may assist in identifying elements of a general theory of law.

Promoting Peace Through International Law

Within international law there is no unified concept of peace. This book addresses this gap by considering the
liberal conception of peace within Western philosophy alongside the principle of 'peaceful coexistence'
supported in the East. By tracing the evolution of the international law of peace through its historical and
philosophical origins, this book investigates whether there is a 'right to peace'. The book explores how
existing international law and institutions contribute to the establishment of peace, or how they fail to do so.
It sets out how international law promotes the negative dimension of peace-the absence of violence-as well as
its positive dimension: the presence of underlying conditions for peace. It also investigates whether
international actors and institutions have particular obligations in relation to the establishment and
maintenance of peace. Discussions include: the relationships between the different regimes of human rights,
trade, development, the environment, and regulation of arms trade with peace; the role of women, refugees,
and other groups seeking equal treatment; the role of peacekeepers, transitional justice mechanisms,
international courts fact-finding missions, and national constitutional frameworks in upholding peace in
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practice; and how civil society participates in the promotion and safeguarding of peace. The book's
comprehensive treatment of the concept of peace in international law makes it an ideal reference work for
those working in the field, as well as for students.

Postcolonial Global Justice

A new account of global justice that recovers anticolonial thought for resisting a neocolonial age Politicians
and activists today turn to the language of decolonization to call attention to such issues as cultural and
linguistic decline, exploitative foreign investment, and global institutions dominated by superpowers. But
does anticolonial thought really provide a model for reimagining world politics? The history of
decolonization has not resulted in the liberating transformations that many envisioned. In Postcolonial Global
Justice, Shuk Ying Chan proposes a new account of postcolonial global justice centered around the value of
social equality. Drawing on the thought of Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon, Kwame Nkrumah, and Jawaharlal
Nehru, Chan argues that a central theme in anticolonial thought is the rejection of hierarchy and the embrace
of equality. These ideas from decolonization, she suggests, give us tools for critiquing contemporary global
hierarchies and for rejecting postcolonial nationalism more concerned with policing its citizens than
promoting their freedom and equality. Following the wave of postcolonial state-founding in the twentieth
century, many in the West saw decolonization as largely accomplished—and yet global politics continue to
feature hierarchies that resemble colonial relations. Chan investigates these new and persistent colonial
hierarchies across three areas of contemporary world politics: international investment, cultural imperialism,
and global governance. Exploring the changes needed to move toward a new, more equal postcolonial world
order, Chan offers a vision of global justice rooted in the unrealized egalitarian aspirations of anticolonial
thinker-activists, prompting us to rethink what decolonization may mean today.

WTO Law and Policy

WTO Law and Policy presents an authoritative account of the emergence of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and the basic principles and institutional law of the WTO. It explores how political economy has
shaped the WTO’s legal philosophy and policies, and provides insights into how international trade law at the
WTO has developed. This textbook examines the legal obligations of the Member States of the WTO under
the multilateral trade agreements, the legal remedies available under the rules-based dispute settlement
system, and incorporates the most relevant case laws from the WTO’s jurisprudence. It outlines several key
contemporary issues which the WTO faces as well as areas that need reforming. Each chapter covers a
specific topic in relation to the framework and functionality of the WTO, with particular focus on the legal
aspects of the multilateral trade order. The book is guided by the legal pronouncements of the Dispute
Settlement Body (Panels and Appellate Body), and the commentaries on the interpretation of the provisions
of the covered agreements. This book is ideal for all students studying international trade law, including
those coming to international law, international trade law, and WTO law for the first time.

The Appellate Body of the WTO and Its Reform

This is the first book that critically examines the reform of the Appellate Body (AB) of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in light of the current crisis resulting from the U.S. blocking of the appointment of its
members. The reform of the AB is critical, as the appointment crisis could lead to the demise of “the jewel in
the crown,” which may even cause the dismantling of the WTO as a whole. This book covers various aspects
of the crisis and its reform. Specifically, as the crisis cannot be fully understood without reviewing the role of
the AB from the broader perspectives of the other functions of the WTO, the book examines the reform of the
AB from the broader perspectives of the WTO governance. Additional focus is on the reform of the AB in
relation to its specific functions. Available options are provided to address the AB crisis, as well as
discussion of wider implications beyond the WTO. Contributed by world-renowned academics, experts, and
practitioners in the field of international economic law, this volume provides a comprehensive analysis of the
AB crisis and its solutions.
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The World Trade Organization

The WTO is one of the most important intergovernmental organizations in the world, yet the way in which it
functions as an organization and the scope of its authority and power are still poorly understood. This
comprehensively revised new edition of the acclaimed work by an outstanding team of WTO law specialists
provides a complete overview of the law and practice of the WTO. The authors begin with the institutional
law of the WTO (such as the sources of law and remedies of the dispute settlement system), then tackle the
principal substantive obligations of the WTO regime (including tariffs, quotas, and MFN). They then move
on to consider unfair trade, regional trading arrangements, and developing countries. In its final section the
book deals with the consequences of globalization: first, where free trade is seen to be incompatible with
environmental protection and, second, where WTO law confronts legal regimes governing issues of
competition and intellectual property.

The Path of World Trade Law in the 21st Century

The advent of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995 transformed international economic law for
states, enterprises, and nongovernmental organizations. This book analyzes how the WTO is changing the
path of international trade law and examines the implications of these trends for the world economy and the
global environment. Containing 18 essays published from 1999 to 2011, the book illuminates several of the
most complex issues in contemporary trade policy. Among the topics covered are: Is there a normative theory
of the WTO's purpose? Can constitutional theory provide guidance to keep the WTO's levers in balance?
Should the WTO use trade sanctions for enforcement? What can the WTO do to enhance sustainable
development and job creation?

The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law

The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law provides an authoritative and original overview of
one of the key branches of international law. Forty contributors comprehensively analyse the role of human
rights in international law from a global perspective, examining its origins and principles, and measuring its
impact on the world.

International Economic Law

To take Africa from the edge to the centre of the global economy, it is critical to engage African voices in
policy discussions on the global political economy. With Africa's projected economic importance in the
future and South Africa's prominent role in the G-20 and BRICS, it is vital that this part of the world is
involved in restructuring the rules and principles of international economic law. This book examines themes
dealing with cross border trade, investment, development and finance issues.

WTO Reform

The publication provides historical and up-to-date insights into how reform can be transformational and
progressive in nature and broadens the debate by focusing not only on new pathways for decision-making but
also on important issues such as the environment and the SDGs. Finally, it highlights the importance of
keeping the multilateral trading system alive for the benefit of all states, particularly for small states, Least
Developed Countries and sub-Saharan African countries. WTO Reform: Reshaping Global Trade
Governance for 21st Century Challenges, is designed to serve as a valuable resource for government
officials, trade negotiators, journalists, academics and researchers who are attempting to sort through the
complexities of the organisation and the role they can play in supporting a fairer, more inclusive WTO and
multilateral trading system.
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The WTO Transit Regime for Landlocked Countries and its Impacts on Members’
Regional Transit Agreements

This book assesses Afghanistan’s transit trade with Pakistan in the context of WTO transit regime for
landlocked countries and its impacts on Members’ regional transit agreements. The key questions this book
seeks to answer are the extent Afghanistan can benefit from WTO transit rules in demanding freedom of
transit through the territory of Pakistan, how these rules influence the transit agreement concluded between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and finally how useful it would be to challenge Pakistan under the WTO dispute
settlement system for its failure to provide Afghanistan freedom of transit and free access to and from the
sea.

Global Justice

Do we have moral duties to people in distant parts of the world? If so, how demanding are these duties? And
how can they be reconciled with our obligations to fellow citizens? Every year, millions of people die from
poverty-related causes while countless others are forced to flee their homes to escape from war and
oppression. At the same time, many of us live comfortably in safe and prosperous democracies. Yet our lives
are bound up with those of the poor and dispossessed in multiple ways: our clothes are manufactured in
Asian sweatshops; the oil that fuels our cars is purchased from African and Middle Eastern dictators; and our
consumer lifestyles generate environmental changes that threaten Bangladeshi peasants with drought and
famine. These facts force us to re-evaluate our conduct and to ask whether we must do more for those who
have less. Helping students to grapple with big questions surrounding justice, human rights, and equality, this
comprehensive yet accessible textbook features chapters on a variety of pressing issues such as Immigration,
International Trade, War, and Climate Change. Suitable for undergraduate and graduate students alike, the
book also serves as a philosophical primer for politicians, activists, and anyone else who cares about justice.

Shadow Negotiators

Shadow Negotiators is the first book to demonstrate that United Nations (UN) organizations have intervened
to influence the discourse, agenda, and outcomes of international trade lawmaking at the World Trade
Organization (WTO). While UN organizations lack a seat at the bargaining table at the WTO, Matias E.
Margulis argues that these organizations have acted as \"shadow negotiators\" engaged in political actions
intended to alter the trajectory and results of multilateral trade negotiations. He draws on analysis of one of
the most contested issues in global trade politics, agricultural trade liberalization, to demonstrate
interventions by four different UN organizations—the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World
Food Programme (WFP), the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and the Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Food (SRRTF). By identifying several novel intervention strategies used by UN
actors to shape the rules of global trade, this book shows that UN organizations chose to intervene in trade
lawmaking not out of competition with the WTO or ideological resistance to trade liberalization, but out of
concerns that specific trade rules could have negative consequences for world food security—an outcome
these organizations viewed as undermining their social purpose to reduce world hunger and protect the
human right to food.

The Power of Human Rights/The Human Rights of Power

The contributions to this volume eschew the long-held approach of either dismissing human rights as
politically compromised or glorifying them as a priori progressive in enabling resistance. Drawing on plural
social theoretic and philosophical literatures – and a multiplicity of empirical domains – they illuminate the
multi-layered and intricate relationship of human rights and power. They highlight human rights’ incitement
of new subjects and modes of political action, marked by an often unnoticed duality and indeterminacy.
Epistemologically distancing themselves from purely deductive, theory-driven approaches, the contributors
explore these linkages through historically specific rights struggles. This, in turn, substantiates the
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commitment to avoid reifying the ‘Third World’ as merely the terrain of ‘fieldwork’, proposing it, instead, as
a legitimate and necessary site of theorising. This book was originally published as a special issue of Third
World Quarterly.

The WTO and Labor and Employment

A collection that aims to provide the reader access to the seminal papers analyzing the accommodation of
labor interests within the WTO. This volume establishes an understanding of the interaction between global
goods, capital and labor markets and the national government institutions that regulate their function.

The Human Rights Impact of the World Trade Organisation

This book examines the impact of international trade rules on the promotion and protection of human rights,
and explains why human rights are an important mechanism for assessing the social justice impact of the
international trading system. The core of the book is an in depth analysis of the various ways in which
international trade law rules impact upon human rights protection and promotion, emphasising the
significance of the jurisdictional context in which the human rights issues arise: coercive measures that are
taken by one country to protect and promote human rights in another country are distinguished from
measures taken by a country to protect and promote the human rights of its own population. The author
contends that international trade law rules have utilised certain ad hoc mechanisms to deal with particularly
pressing human rights concerns in the trade context, but also argues that these mechanisms do not provide
systemic solutions to the inter-linkages between the two legal systems. The author therefore examines
mechanisms by which human rights arguments could be more systematically raised and adjudicated upon in
WTO dispute settlement proceedings, highlighting future opportunities and difficulties. He concludes by
considering broader systemic issues outside the dispute settlement process that need to be addressed if trade
law rules are to successfully protect and promote human rights.

The World Trade Organization

The editors have succeeded in bringing together an excellent mix of leading scholars and practitioners. No
book on the WTO has had this wide a scope before or covered the legal framework, economic and political
issues, current and would-be countries and a outlook to the future like these three volumes do. 3000 pages, 80
chapters in 3 volumes cover a very interdiscplinary field that touches upon law, economics and politics.

Biosafety Measures, Technology Risks and the World Trade Organization

This book examines the work of the World Trade Organization (WTO), with a focus on the capacity of its
judiciary to strike a reasoned balance between free trade in biotechnology and biosafety as to promote the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals. By adopting an
innovative interpretation of the precautionary principle and proportionality analysis, the work offers
normative suggestions to develop what the author terms “a constructive bridge of knowledge” between
decision-makers, scientists, social experts and expert witnesses, which can support a judicial balance by
design rather than by chance. Biotechnology is sometimes regarded as a panacea for modern-day challenges,
such as feeding a growing world population and counteracting climate-change problems, and a means of
offering significant economic opportunities. However, biotechnology can present uncertain, though serious,
risks to human health and the environment (i.e., biosafety). Trading biotech products magnifies these risks
and benefits globally. This book explores the topical, though still underexplored, question of how to find a
point of equilibrium between the revolutionary advancement offered by technology and the need to safeguard
biosafety from uncertain, though potentially irreversible, technology risks. It offers a thorough analysis of
normative, judicial and epistemic issues hindering a reasoned balance between trade and non-trade interests
under the WTO. The work offers practical relevance for the resolution of legal disputes in contexts of
uncertainty, as well as innovative theoretical contributions. It will be a valuable resource for policymakers
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working on precautionary governance and management, scholars in the areas of trade law, human rights law
and environmental law, law students and practitioners, as well as NGOs working in the field of new
technologies, biosafety, sustainability and food safety.

Trade in the Service of Sustainable Development

In the Bretton Woods era, trade liberalization, the improvement of labour rights and working conditions, and
the strengthening of environmental policies, were seen as mutually supportive. But is this always true? Can
we continue to pretend to protect the rights of workers and to improve environmental protection, particularly
through climate change mitigation strategies, within an agenda focused on trade liberalization? Is it credible
to pursue trade policies that aim to expand the volumes of trade, without linking such policies to labour and
environmental standards, seen as 'non-trade' concerns? This book asks these questions, offering a detailed
analysis of whether linkage is desirable and legally acceptable under the disciplines of the World Trade
Organization (WTO). It concludes that trade can work for sustainable development, but only if we see it as a
means for social and environmental progress, including climate change mitigation, and if we avoid
fetichizing it as an end to be pursued for its own sake.

Economic and Social Rights after the Global Financial Crisis

This book addresses the interrelationship between economic and financial crises, the responses thereto, and
economic and social rights.

Business and Human Rights

Business corporations can and do violate human rights all over the world, and they are often not held to
account. Emblematic cases and situations such as the state of the Niger Delta and the collapse of the Rana
Plaza factory are examples of corporate human rights abuses which are not adequately prevented and
remedied. Business and human rights as a field seeks to enhance the accountability of business – companies
and businesspeople – in the human rights area, or, to phrase it differently, to bridge the accountability gap.
Bridging the accountability gap is to be understood as both setting standards and holding corporations and
businesspeople to account if violations occur. Adopting a legal perspective, this book presents the ways in
which this dual undertaking has been and could be further carried out in the future, and evaluates the extent
to which the various initiatives in the field bridge the corporate accountability gap. It looks at the historical
background of the field of business and human rights, and examines salient periods, events and cases. The
book then goes on to explore the relevance of international human rights law and international criminal law
for global business. International soft law and policy initiatives which have blossomed in recent years are
evaluated along with private modes of regulation. The book also examines how domestic law, especially the
domestic law of multinational companies’ home countries, can be used to prevent and redress corporate
related human rights violations.

The Collapse of Global Trade, Murky Protectionism, and the Crisis

The global financial crisis of 2008/9 is the Great Depression of the 21st century. For many though, the
similarities stop at the Wall Street Crash as the current generation of policymakers have acted quickly to
avoid the mistakes of the past. Yet the global crisis has made room for mistakes all of its own. While
governments have apparently kept to their word on refraining from protectionist measures in the style of
1930s tariffs, there has been a disturbing rise in \"murky protectionism.\" Seemingly benign, these crisis-
linked policies are twisted to favour domestic firms, workers and investors. This book, first published as an
eBook on VoxEU.org in March 2009, brings together leading trade policy practitioners and experts -
including Australian Trade Minister Simon Crean and former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo. Initially its
aim was to advise policymakers heading in to the G20 meeting in London, but since the threat of murky
protectionism persists, so too do their warnings.
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Future of the World Trade Organization

This comprehensive Companion provides an extensive guide to understanding the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and its impact on the global economy. Addressing the challenges facing the WTO amidst a rapidly
evolving landscape, the book delves into the diverse trade policies of countries and regions, providing rare
insights into their impact on the global trade governance frameworks.

The Elgar Companion to the World Trade Organization

In recent years the European Union has developed a comprehensive strategy to conclude free trade
agreements which includes not only prominent trade partners such as Canada, the United States and Japan
but also numerous developing countries. This book looks at the existing WTO law and at the new EU free
trade agreements with the Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa through the lens of the human right to adequate
food. It shows how the clauses on the import and export of food included in recent free trade agreements
limit the capacity of these countries to implement food security policies and to respect their human rights
obligations. This outcome appears to be at odds with international human rights law and dismissive of
existing human rights references in EU-founding treaties as well as in treaties between the EU and
developing states. Yet, the book argues against the conception in human rights literature that there is an
inflexible agenda encoded in world trade law which is fundamentally conflictual with non-economic
interests. The book puts forward the idea that the European Union is perfectly placed to develop a narrative
of globalisation considering other areas of public international law when negotiating trade agreements and
argues that the EU does have the competences and influence to uphold a role of international leadership in
designing a sustainable global trading system. Will the EU be ambitious enough? A timely contribution to the
growing academic literature on the relation between world trade law and international human rights law, this
book imagines a central role for the EU in reconciling these two areas of international law.

The EU, World Trade Law and the Right to Food

\"Regulation by public and private organizations can be hijacked by special interests or small groups of
powerful firms, and nowhere is this easier than at the global level ... This is the first book to examine
systematically how and why such hijacking or 'regulatory capture' happens, and how it can be averted.\"--P.
[iv] of cover.

World Trade Organisation (WTO) and Developing Countries

India faces a defining period. Its status as a global power is not only recognized but increasingly
institutionalized, even as geopolitical shifts create both opportunities and challenges. With critical interests in
almost every multilateral regime and vital stakes in emerging ones, India has no choice but to influence the
evolving multilateral order. If India seeks to affect the multilateral order, how will it do so? In the past, it had
little choice but to be content with rule taking—adhering to existing international norms and institutions. Will
it now focus on rule breaking—challenging the present order primarily for effect and seeking greater
accommodation in existing institutions? Or will it focus on rule shaping—contributing in partnership with
others to shape emerging norms and regimes, particularly on energy, food, climate, oceans, and cyber
security? And how do India's troubled neighborhood, complex domestic politics, and limited capacity inhibit
its rule-shaping ability? Despite limitations, India increasingly has the ideas, people, and tools to shape the
global order—in the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, \"not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially.\"
Will India emerge as one of the shapers of the emerging international order? This volume seeks to answer
that question.

The Politics of Global Regulation
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This book demonstrates some of the pitfalls associated with services liberalisation but recommends
perseverance and even acceleration of the reforms. Contributors call for orderly and rapid progress towards
regional integration of the services ...

Shaping the Emerging World

Today's world is crowded with international laws and institutions that govern the global economy. This post-
World War II accumulation of hard multilateral and soft plurilateral institutions by no means constitutes a
comprehensive, coherent and effective system of global economic governance. As intensifying globalization
thrusts many longstanding domestic issues onto the international stage, there is a growing need to create at
the global level the more comprehensive, coherent and effective governance system that citizens have long
taken for granted at home. This book offers the first comprehensive look at this critical question of
international relations. It examines how, and how well, the multilateral organizations and the G8 are dealing
with the central challenges facing the contemporary international community, how they have worked well
and poorly together, and how they can work together more effectively to provide badly needed public goods.
It is an ideal reference guide for anyone interested in institutions of global governance.

Development Centre Seminars Asia and Europe Services Liberalisation

We need a world trade organization. We just don't need the one that we have. By pitching unequally matched
states together in chaotic bouts of negotiating the global trade governance of today offers - and has
consistently offered - developed countries more of the economic opportunities they already have and
developing countries very little of what they desperately need. This is an unsustainable state of affairs to
which the blockages in the Doha round provide ample testimony. So far only piecemeal solutions have been
offered to refine this flawed system. Radical proposals that seek to fundamentally alter trade governance or
reorient its purposes around more socially progressive and egalitarian goals are thin on the ground. Yet we
eschew deeper reform at our peril. In What's Wrong with the World Trade Organization and How to Fix It
Rorden Wilkinson argues that without global institutions fit for purpose, we cannot hope for the kind of fine
global economic management that can put an end to major crises or promote development-for-all. Charting a
different path he shows how the WTO can be transformed into an institution and a form of trade governance
that fulfils its real potential and serves the needs of all.

Making Global Economic Governance Effective

Economic globalization and respect for human rights are both highly topical issues. In theory, more trade
should increase economic welfare and protection of human rights should ensure individual dignity. Both
fields of law protect certain freedoms: economic development should lead to higherhuman rights standards,
and UN embargoes are used to secure compliance with human rights agreements. However the interaction
between trade liberalisation and human rights protection is complex, and recently, tension has arisen between
these two areas. Do WTO obligations covering intellectual property prevent governments from implementing
their human rights obligations, including rights to food or health? Is it fair to accord the benefits of trade
subject to a clean human rights record? This book first examines the theoretical framework of the interaction
between the disciplines of international trade law and human rights. It builds upon the well-known debate
between Professor Ernst-Ulrich Petersmann, who construes trade obligations as human rights, and Professor
Philip Alston,who warns of a merger and acquisition of human rights by trade law. From this starting point,
further chapters explore the differing legal matrices of the two fields and examine how cooperation between
them might be improved, both in international law-making and institutions, and in disputesettlement. The
interaction between trade and human rights is then explored through seven case studies:freedom of
expression and competition law; IP protection and health; agricultural trade and the right to food; trade
restrictions on conflict diamonds; UN norms on transnational corporations; the new WHOconvention on
tobacco control; and, finally, human rights conditionalities in preferential trade schemes.

Blame It On The Wto



What's Wrong with the WTO and How to Fix It

Human Rights and International Trade
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